
Doing more of what 

doesn’t work is____?  

 

 
EPA’s recommended “fixes” for Lake Erie are warmed-over  

H2Ohio programs that reduce nitrogen and silt  
but not Dissolved Phosphorus that fuels algal blooms 

 
 

Result?  
 

• Good money after bad 
 

• No accountability for polluters 
 

• Lake Erie keeps getting worse 
 
 

Following are 32 excerpts from Ohio EPA’s TMDLs drafted in response to the federal 
lawsuits filed by the Environmental Law and Policy Center on behalf of Advocates for a 
Clean Lake Erie (now Lake Erie Advocates) in 2017 and 2018, showing that decades-
old management practices that failed to improve Lake Erie are same ones OEPA uses 
to draft its TMDLs. 
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32 Ohio EPA TMDL excerpts for Western Lake Erie Watershed 
Compiled November, 2021 
 
Sixmile Creek-Auglaize River HUC-12 phosphorus reduction goals within the watershed.  
Table 12: Estimated Nutrient Loading Reductions from Each Objective  

Objective 

Number  
Best Management Practice  

Total Acreage 

Treated  

Estimated Annual Phosphorus 

Load Reduction (lbs)  

Estimated Spring Phosphorus 

Load Reduction (lbs)  

1  
Nutrient Management (Planning 

and Implementation)a  
7,550  4,430  2,880  

2  Cover Crops  7,400  980  640  

3  
Drainage Water Management 

Structures  
1,350  620  400  

4  Grassed Waterwaysb  1,350  630  410  

5  Blind Inletsc  80  50  30  

6  
Filter Strips/Buffers (of at least 35 

ft.)d  
100  80  50  

7  Wetlands e  3,500f  1,840  1,190  

TOTAL  21,330*  8,630  5,600  

 
 
Yankee Run-St. Mary’s River 

 
 
 
Blierdofer Ditch 
 
No summary table included. 
Recommendations are two-stage ditches, cover crops and wetland construction. 
From page 44: 

“How will the effectiveness of this project in addressing the NPS impairment be measured? Mercer SWCD will 
design and verify installation of the wetland and two stage ditch. It is generally unrealistic to monitor load 
reduction from individual agricultural practices; however, ambient monitoring is conducted throughout the 
WLEB by organizations such as OEPA, NOAA, and Heidelberg University. These entities will continue long term 
monitoring on various tributaries in the Maumee basin to track load reduction trends.” 
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Town of Willshire-St. Mary’s River 

 
 
 
Twentyseven Mile Creek 
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Platter Creek 

 
 
 
Flat Run-Tiffin River 
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Brush Creek 

 
 
 
Sims Run-Auglaize River 
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Sixmile Creek-Auglaize River 

 
 
Upper Hog Creek
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Middle Hog Creek

 
 
Little Hog Creek 

 
Lower Hog Creek 
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Honey Run 

 
 
 
Dry Fork-Little Auglaize River 
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Upper Jennings Creek 

 
 
 
 
Lower Jennings Creek 
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Big Run-Auglaize River

 
 
 
Lapp Ditch-Auglaize River 
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Prairie Creek 

 
 
 
Wildcat Creek-Flatrock Creek 
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Big Run-Flatrock Creek 

 
 
 
Little Flatrock Creek 
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Sixmile Creek 

 
 
 
 
Eagle Creek-Auglaize River 
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Upper Eagle Creek

 
 
 
Howard Run-Blanchard River 

 
 
 
 
 
Pike Run 
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Little Black Creek

 
 
 
Black Creek 
No summary table provided. 
Recommendations in narrative are grassed waterways, nutrient management plans, cover 
crops, etc. 
From page 34: 
“How will the effectiveness of this project in addressing the NPS impairment be measured? Mercer SWCD will 
verify installation of all BMPs. It is generally unrealistic to monitor load reduction from individual 
agricultural practices; however, ambient monitoring is conducted throughout the WLEB by organizations such 
as OEPA, NOAA, and Heidelberg University. These entities will continue long term monitoring on various 
tributaries in the Maumee basin to track load reduction trends.” 
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Town of Oakwood 

 
 
 
 


